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You won’t find a state in the United States that beats Oklahoma’s renowned business 
environment. Large-scale incentives, state-of-the-art infrastructure, and energy costs 22% lower 
than the national average make Oklahoma the ideal business location. Oklahoma has a 
comprehensive set of data and reports, showcasing the economic environment of the state to help 
construct informed decisions. You can find more at OKcommerce.gov/doing-business.

• Oklahoma has the Lowest Business Tax Burden out of all of the 50 states and DC.
• California has a higher selective sales tax rank.
• Oklahoma has a higher individual income tax rank, corporate tax rank, unemployment compensation rank,
   and property tax rank.

• Oklahoma has a lower corporate tax rate (top bracket), lower individual income tax rate (top bracket), 
   lower sales tax rate, and collects less property taxes per capita than California.

Source: Anderson Economic Group. Rank of 1 is most favorable.

2018 State Business Tax Burden Rankings:
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UP-TO-DATE AND RELEVANT DATA AND ANALYSES

State

OK

CA

1 (6.6%)

17 (8.2%)

12

37

12

48

34

28

5

27

2

7

Overall Tax Burden
Rank (%)

Individual
Income Tax

Rank

Corporate
Tax Rank
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Sales Tax

Rank

Unemployment
Compensation

Property
Tax Rank

Source: Tax Foundation

2019 State Tax Rates:

State

OK

CA

6.00%

8.84%

0.86%

0.70%

$678

$1,559

5.00%

13.30%

4.50%

7.25%

Corporate Tax Rate
(%)

Property Tax
Collections per

capita

Property Tax Rate
as % of owner
housing value

Top Industrial
Income Tax

Rate %

State Sales Tax
Rate %

https://www.okcommerce.gov/doing-business/
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• Oklahoma has a significantly lower tax on regular
   and diesel gasoline compared to California.

Source: American Petroleum Institute.

Gasoline and Diesel Taxes
(In cents as of April 2019):

State

OK

CA

38.40

73.58

44.40

110.23

Taxes In Cents per
Gallon of Reg. Gas

Taxes in Cents per
Gallon of Diesel

• Oklahoma is a Right to Work State California is not.

Right to Work

State

OK

CA

YES

NO

Has Right to Work
Legislation

• Oklahoma has a significantly lower cost of living than California.
• Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Lawton all have lower costs of living than Los Angeles-Long Beach,
   San Diego, and San Francisco.

Source: C2ER Annual Cost of Living. Rank of 1 is best (lowest cost of living). Index below 100 is most favorable.

2018 Cost of Living State Average Rankings & Index based on 100 national average:

Location

OK

Oklahoma City

Tulsa

Lawton

CA

Los Angeles /
Long Beach

San Diego

San Francisco

2

-

-

-

49

-

-

-

88.1

84.7

87.5

90.7

138.7

148.4

147.3

196.7

92.5

92.1

95.1

101.1

116.6

112.0

112.6

130.6

74.6

72.1

64.7

77.6

196.1

238.0

231.0

357.1

92.7

85.6

95.9

99.4

122.0

118.6

121.9

132.2

95.7

94.5

97.8

90.2

121.6

109.7

131.6

126.7

2018 State Rank GroceryIndex Housing Transportation Utilities

95.4

92.9

91.6

122.8

110.8

107.4

108.0

126.2

Health
Care

Research and Economic Analysis:  www.okcommerce.gov/data
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• Oklahoma has the best ranked Home Value Index out of the all of the states at 51 compared to California’s at 3.
• Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Lawton all have better Home Value Indices than Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco.
• Oklahoma has a significantly better ranked Home Monthly Rent Index at 47 compared to California’s at 2.
• Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Lawton all have better Home Monthly Rent Indices than Los Angeles, San Diego, and San 
Francisco.

Source: Zillow.com. A rank of 51 is more favorable than a rank of 1.

Housing as of March 2019:

Location

Home Value Monthly Rent

Rank Zillow
Home Value Index

Rank Zillow
Home Value Index

OK

Oklahoma City

Tulsa

Lawton

CA

Los Angeles

San Diego

San Francisco

123,700

130,900

121,300

91,400

548,700

687,700

632,600

1,353,500

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

946

1,077

954

714

2,566

2,957

2,682

4,393

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

51

-

-

-

3

-

-

-

47

-

-

-

2

-

-

-

• On average, the retail price of electricity in Oklahoma is significantly lower than that of California in all sectors.

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Average Retail Price of Electricity
(In cents per kwh YTD as of February 2019):

State

OK

CA

9.12

18.97

4.93

11.58

7.28

15.03

7.32

15.89

Residential CommercialIndustrial All Sectors
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2018 Industry Jobs and Wages:
Oklahoma & California

On average in all industries, Oklahomans earn 
$45,097 per year, but when adjusted for the 
lower cost of living, it is $6,736 higher at 

$51,833.

In all industries, Oklahomans have 12% more disposable 
income or $5,440 more each year than California residents 

(adjusted for cost of living), this is despite Californians getting 
paid $21,852 more than the average worker in Oklahoma.

In many industries, the cost of living adjusted wage difference
is much higher. For example, a worker at a paperboard mill in 

Oklahoma would have 45% more income or an additional $23,933 
per year than a worker in the same industry in California.

Comparatively, Californians earn an average
of $66,949 per year, but when adjusted for

the higher cost of living, it is less at $46,393.

Comparatively, Californians earn an average of $66,949 per year,
but when adjusted for the higher cost of living, it is less at $46,393.

Overall cost of living is 46% lower in Oklahoma than it is in California. 
Residents in the state of California would have to get paid 66% more to 

match the purchasing power of Oklahoma workers paid the same wage.

Source: Jobs EQ 2018 Annual
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California:
Anticompetitive policies/taxes

• For 14 consecutive years, Chief Executive Magazine has ranked California last for business
   friendliness due to high taxes, high costs, and tickets of regulation. The cost of living is so
   high that many skilled workers are leaving the area to find work in other parts of the country.
   https://chiefexecutive.net/2018-best-worst-states-business/

• The Tax Foundation ranked California as having the second-worst business tax climate in
   the nation in 2019, behind New Jersey.
   https://taxfoundation.org/publications/state-business-taxclimate-index/

• California’s Proposition 13, originally passed in 1978, has limited property taxes for homes
   and businesses to 1% of the taxable value of the property and has restricted a property’s
   taxable value from increasing more than 2% per year, regardless of the increase in its market
   value. However, the California Calls initiative, which has just qualified for the November 2020
   ballot, could eradicate Proposition 13’s business and home-owner protections. If passed,
   California Calls would end the state’s restrictions on taxing commercial and industrial 
   properties and increase yearly tax receipts for cities, counties and school districts by an
   estimated $6-$10 billion. This would serve to worsen a business climate already consistently
   ranked among the worst in the country.
   https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-prop-13-changes-20181017-story.html

• Overregulation is driving California’s housing crisis. Mahon Sisyphean was planning to build
   two single family homes in San Mateo County on what he thought were four contiguous
   2,500- square-foot lots and applied for the necessary building permits in February 1999.
   
   Now, 20 years later, he is still seeking the permits. State and local law has created exorbitant
   red tape to save the public from oversized homes, resulting in valuable property being left
   undeveloped.

• In 2018, California was ranked last in the Small Business Policy Index, based on factors including
   states’ various tax rates, per capita state and local government spending, number of state and
   local government employees, crime rates, and others.
   https://sbecouncil.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/SBPI2018-SBECouncil.pdf

• 1/16/2018: California state assemblymen McCarty and Ting proposed an amendment to the
   California constitution to add an additional 7% surcharge to the 8.84% state corporate tax rate
   for California businesses with an annual net income of more than $1 million. The proposal
   ultimately died at the desk without being passed but nevertheless indicates a less-than-friendly
   business environment within the state.
   https://www.sacbee.com/news/politicsgovernment/capitol-alert/article195434569.html

   https://www.heritage.org/housing/commentary/man-wanted-build-2-houses-californiaregulations-
   stonewalled-him-20-years

https://taxfoundation.org/global-tax/business-taxes/
https://www.heritage.org/housing/commentary/man-wanted-build-2-houses-california-regulations-stonewalled-him-20-years
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article195434569.html
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Oklahoma:
Pro business policies/taxes

• May 9, 2019 – A bill has advanced through both the Oklahoma House and Senate that could help
   both businesses and independent contractors in the state. House Bill 1095 would create the
   Empower Independent Contractors Act of 2019 to pare down regulations that have created issues
   and acted as barriers for some contractors and the businesses that might otherwise hire them.
   http://jrlr.net/23rd-and-Lincoln/2019/05/08/bill-could-make-hiring-independentcontractors-
   easier-for-businesses/

• April 29, 2019 – HB2536 was passed in April 2019 to reduce the out-of-state sales requirement
   for qualifying businesses participating in the Small Employer Quality Jobs program from 75% to
   35% in the first two years and 60% for years 3-7. This shows Oklahoma’s continued effort to be
   a business-friendly state, reducing program requirements to allow more small employers to take
   advantage of the incentive.

• The proposed budget for Oklahoma’s fiscal year 2020 includes teacher pay raises to help retain
   and attract quality teachers. Operating in a state with a solid education system that produces a
   well-prepared and eager workforce is incredibly important to companies that require skilled
   employees.

• Studies have found an increasing number of millennials desiring to move out of metropolitan
   areas and into the suburbs and showing a preference for owning rather than renting their
   homes. According to Zillow, for workers between the ages of 22 and 34, rent claims around 45
   percent of income in Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, and Miami. In San Francisco and
   Los Angeles, a monthly mortgage claims an average of nearly 40 percent of a millennial’s
   income, versus just 15% nationally. These prohibitive living costs are pushing highly-educated
   and technologically-savvy millennials to other more affordable cities and states like Oklahoma,
   where rent at the median monthly gross rent rate only claims 18.7% of median household
   income and where 69.5% of the population owns their home, according to ACS and FRED
   economic data.
   https://chiefexecutive.net/where-talent-wants-to-live/2/

2018 State Business Tax Burden Rankings:

State

OK

CA

1 (6.6%)

17 (8.2%)

12

37

12

48

34

28

5

27

2

7

Best State
to Start a
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Ranking

Business
Tax

Climate

Business
Costs

Ranking

E�ective
Real-

Estate
Tax Rate

Annual Taxes
on Home
Priced at

State Median
Value

Property
Tax Rank

2

7

Small
Business

Policy Index
2018: State

Rankings

2

7

Number
of Incentive

Programs
O�ered

2

7

Right to
Work?

https://journalrecord.com/
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Weather:

• California’s temperatures have been increasing and drought conditions have become more severe in recent
   years. July 2018 marked California’s hottest month in recorded history.

• In 2018, California experienced its most costly, deadly, and large wildfires in history, with records back to 1933.
  The Camp Fire was the most costly and deadly, destroying 18,500+ buildings. The Mendocino Complex Fire also
  occurred in 2018 and is California’s largest wildfire on record, having burned over 450,000 acres. Wildfires
  burned nearly 2 million California acres in 2018.

• The total 2018 wildfire costs in California, including minor costs in other Western U.S. states, were approximately
   $24.2 billion – a new U.S. record. In the next two decades, researchers predict that the average annual burn area
   will increase by 500%.
   https://www.outsideonline.com/2289216/20-years-wildfires-will-be-six-times-larger

• The top-10 costliest wild fires in the U.S. all occurred in California, with the majority having occurred in
   the last two years. California is considered the most wildfire-prone state, with over 2 million households at a
   high or extreme risk from wildfires.

• Smoke inhalation and pollution resulting from California’s wildfires lead to ongoing health hazards for
  California residents, particularly for those who struggle with respiratory illnesses or weakened immune
  systems. With population growth and urban expansion, California residents are increasingly living in
  proximity to high-risk fire corridors, leading to an increased death toll when disasters do occur.

• Lying along the San Andreas Fault, California is highly prone to earthquakes, with one occurring
  every three minutes. The state is said to be long overdue for an earthquake that could devastate
  the entire state.
          - Many of San Francisco’s buildings are built along the fault and on soft ground that might liquefy in
              the event of a major earthquake.

• Tropical storms have had the highest average cost per event at $16 billion in damages per incident. Oklahoma
  has not been substantially affected by a billion-dollar hurricane or tropical cyclone event since at least 1980.

• Of the ten most costly disasters since 1980, none that have caused widespread power outages affected Oklahoma.

• The most common type of event in Oklahoma is severe storms. Of all billion-dollar disaster events in the US
  that occurred from 1980-2016, severe storms accounted for only 15.3% of the damage.

• The severe storms that hit Oklahoma largely affect rural areas. It is not common for a tornado to hit Tulsa or
  Oklahoma City. According to NOAA’s National Center for Environmental Information, of all tornadoes in the
  United States, around 77% are considered weak with winds less than 110mph. Well designed, constructed and
  maintained critical facilities should experience little if any damage from weak tornadoes.

Oklahoma & California

Comparisons:

State

OK

CA

59.9

57.86

62

11

139

146

36.5

22.2

100-Year Annual
Average Temperature

Clear DaysAverage Annual Number of
Tornadoes (1991-2010 data)

Annual Rainfall
(Inches)
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• Relative to hurricanes and earthquakes, tornadoes are generally small and do not cover much ground. 
   Therefore, the chance of a tornado hitting a specific building is low, and damage is localized, avoiding
   large scale infrastructure failure common with large hurricanes and earthquakes.

• In recent years, less and less tornadoes have been reported in Oklahoma as Tornado Alley appears to
   be shifting eastward.

• The largest research center in the world for tracking and monitoring severe weather and meteorological 
   formations across the planet is located on the campus of the University of Oklahoma in Norman, OK.

Weather Comparisons cont.:

• California was the fourth-largest producer of crude oil among the 50 states in 2017, after Texas,
   North Dakota, and Alaska, and, as of January 2018, third in oil refining capacity after Texas and Louisiana.

• California is the largest consumer of jet fuel among the 50 states and accounted for one-fifth of the
   nation’s jet fuel consumption in 2016.

• California's total energy consumption is second-highest in the nation, but, in 2016, the state's per capita
  energy consumption ranked 48th, due in part to its mild climate and its energy efficiency programs.

• In 2017, California ranked second in the nation in conventional hydroelectric generation and first as a
  producer of electricity from solar, geothermal, and biomass resources.

• In 2017, solar PV and solar thermal installations provided about 16% of California’s net electricity generation.

California Energy Consumption Estimates, 2016:

Coal

Natural Gas

Motor Gasoline Excl. Ethanol

Distillate Fuel Oil

Jet Fuel

HGL

Residual Fuel

Other Petroleum

Nuclear Electric Power

Hydroelectric Power

Biomass

Other Renewables

Net Electricity Imports

Net Interstate Flow of Electricity

0 500 1,000 2,000

Trillion Btu

1,500 2,500

Source: Energy Information Administration, State Energy Data System



Quality of Life Comparison
Oklahoma & California

• According to US News & World Report 2018 Ranking of Best States (Last updated May-2018), Oklahoma is ranked
   17th and California is ranked 50th in terms of overall quality of life. Indicating, Oklahoma residents have an
   overall higher quality of life than those in California.

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for natural environment, which considers drinking water quality,
   industrial toxins, pollution health risks, and air quality; taking in to account differences in population.

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for social environment, which considers community engagement,
  social support, and voter participation.

General Quality of Life:

Quality of Life Expanded:

State

OK

CA

28

44

Natural Environment

9

47

Social Environment

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for the low pollution health risk; suggesting that Oklahomans are
   at a lower risk for chronic, long-term health effects due to pollution (health risk per capita).

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for urban air quality; indicating Oklahoma had, on average, a higher
   number of days that the EPA’s Air Quality Index deemed above a “healthy” threshold.

• Oklahoma is ranked lower than California for drinking water quality; suggesting that Oklahoma had more Safe
  Drinking Water Act violation points per 1,000 residents, according to the EPA.

• Oklahoma is ranked lower than California for low industrial toxins; meaning Oklahoma generated more toxic
  chemical pollution per square mile of land area.

Natural Environment Expanded:

State

OK

CA

45

13

Drinking Water
Quality

22

20

Low Industrial
Toxins

23

45

Low Pollution
Health Risk

14

50

Urban Air
Quality
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• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for the community engagement; suggesting Oklahomans
   on average had higher levels of satisfaction and frequency of participation in community events.

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for social support; meaning on average Oklahomans had
   higher levels of satisfaction and frequency of participation in social events, as well as, felt more supported
   by those in their social networks and more frequently gave or received unpaid help.

• Oklahoma is ranked higher than California for voter participation; suggesting Oklahoma had a higher
  average voter turnout in the US presidential and congressional elections in 2016.

Social Environment Expanded:

State

OK

CA

2

44

Community Engagement

5

38

Social Support

44

49

Voter Participation

Quality of Life
Oklahoma Highlights

Interesting/Fun Facts and Stats
     • 24% of Oklahoma is covered by forest.
     • Has the world’s largest deposit of alabaster at Alabaster Caverns near Freedom.
     • Has more man-made lakes than any other state (200).

Outdoors Attractions and Adventures
Turner Falls Park
     • The oldest park in Oklahoma. Home to a 77ft waterfall, 3 natural caves, hiking trails, natural
        swimming areas. Great and affordable destination for the whole family.

Alabaster Caverns State Park, Freedom OK
     • The park is a cavern formed of alabaster, a rare form of gypsum. Largest natural gypsum cave
        in the world that is open to the public and the only gypsum show cave in the US.
     • Has RV sites, picnic areas with grills, hiking trails, and volleyball courts.

Nature:
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Quality of Life
Oklahoma Highlights

Interesting/Fun Facts and Stats
     • 24% of Oklahoma is covered by forest.
     • Has the world’s largest deposit of alabaster at Alabaster Caverns near Freedom.
     • Has more man-made lakes than any other state (200).

Outdoors Attractions and Adventures
Turner Falls Park
     • The oldest park in Oklahoma. Home to a 77ft waterfall, 3 natural caves, hiking trails, natural
        swimming areas. Great and affordable destination for the whole family.

Alabaster Caverns State Park, Freedom OK
     • The park is a cavern formed of alabaster, a rare form of gypsum. Largest natural gypsum cave
        in the world that is open to the public and the only gypsum show cave in the US.
     • Has RV sites, picnic areas with grills, hiking trails, and volleyball courts.

Nature:

Sports
   There is a large sports presence and Community in Oklahoma.
          • Oklahoma City Thunder, an NBA team based in OKC
          • Oklahoma City Dodgers (AAA) Tulsa Drillers (AA) minor league baseball teams based in OKC and Tulsa
          • Tulsa Oilers mid-level professional Hockey team based in Tulsa.
          • The University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, University of Tulsa in Tulsa
             and Oral Roberts University in Tulsa are all NCAA D1 schools with a variety of prominent athletic programs.

   There are two Olympic training facilities,
          • Riversport Adventure Park/ Devon Boathouse High performance Fitness Facility in downtown Oklahoma City.
          • The University of Central Oklahoma is home to an Olympic/Paralympic training facility in Edmond.

Downtown Social and Night Life
          • Restaurants
          • Bricktown Canal
          • Scissortail Park

The Arts
          • Museums
          • Arts districts in Tulsa and OKC
          • Festivals
          • Oklahoma City University fine arts & UCO Jazz lab

Entertainment:
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Quality of Life
Additional Information & Sources

Natural Environment: Weighted 50% measures drinking water quality, pollution & industrial toxin, and air 
quality.

Social Environment: Weighted 50% measures community engagement, social support, and voter participation.

Quality of Life (General & Expanded):

Drinking Water Quality: Determined by Safe Drinking Water Act violation points per 1,000 residents served in 2017, 
according to the EPA.

Low Industrial Toxins: Total Toxic chemical pollution generated in a state, measured per square mile of land area. 
Includes emissions to air and water from manufacturing mining, electric power generation and hazardous waste 
treatment. Does not include pollution form agriculture, transportation, and small facilities such as dry cleaners and 
autobody shops.

Low Pollution Health Risk: Health risk of pollution per capita. Measures long-term chronic human health effects of 
toxic chemical pollution, such as birth defects and cancer. Measure includes the impact of pollution from 
manufacturing, mining, electric power generation, and hazardous waste treatment. Does not include pollution form
agriculture, transportation and facilities such as dry cleaners and autobody shops.

Urban Air Quality: Measured by the average number of days with the Environmental Protection Agency’s Air Quality 
Index above what is deemed a healthy threshold; results account for state population.

Natural Environment Expanded:

Community Engagement: Measures average satisfaction and frequency of participation in community events, 
such as parent-teacher association, volunteer organizations, youth organizations, religious gatherings, team sports 
and parades, on a 6-point scale.

Social Support: Measures average satisfaction and frequency of participation in social events as well as how 
supported people feel by their social networks and how often they give or receive unpaid help.

Voter participation: Average voter turnout of the US presidential and congressional elections in 2016.

Social Environment Expanded:

NOTE: FOR ALL VARIABLE RANKINGS 1 IS THE BEST/TOP RANKED AND 50 IS THE WORST/ LOWEST RANKED.

Sources:

Quality of Life General & Quality of Life Expanded –  https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rankings/quality-of-life
Natural Environment Expanded   https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rankings/natural-environment
Social Environment Expanded   https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rankings/quality-of-life/social-environment
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Population Comparison
Census Population Growth

• Population growth indicates an area has a growing workforce that can meet the future needs of employers.

• California's statewide and San Francisco's population growth from 2010 to 2018 is higher than Oklahoma,
   however Los Angeles' growth rate of 3.6% is less than Oklahoma's growth rate of 5.1% and that of Oklahoma City
   and Tulsa's.

• Oklahoma City's growth rate of 11.4% is higher than all three, California statewide, Los Angeles and San Francisco.

Source: C2ER Annual Cost of Living. Rank of 1 is best (lowest cost of living). Index below 100 is most favorable.

Population:

State/Metro/
Micro

OK

Oklahoma City

Tulsa

Enid

Ardmore

Lawton

Durant

CA

Los Angeles 

San Francisco

3,943,079

1,396,445

993,797

60,913

48,17

126,1987

47,192

39,557,045

13,291,486

4,729,484

3,751,583

1,252,987

937,478

60,580

47,557

130,291

42,416

37,254,523

12,828,837

4,335,391

5.1%

11.4%

6.0%

0.5%

1.3%

-3.1%

11.3%

6.2%

3.6%

9.1%

2018 Population Population
Growth

2010
Population
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• California residents pay 57% more on
   average for goods and services than
   Oklahomans. Those living in Los Angeles
   pay 68% more and San Franciscans pay
   123% more.

• As of 2018, Oklahoma's cost of living is
   2nd lowest in the nation compared to
   California's, which is 3rd highest in
   the nation.

C2ER Cost of Living:

State/Metro/
Micro

OK

Oklahoma City

Tulsa

Enid

Ardmore

Lawton

Durant

CA

Los Angeles 

San Francisco

88.1

84.6

94.8

92.0

48,17

N/A

N/A

138.7

13,291,486

196.3

2nd Lowest

-

-

-

-

-

-

 3rd Highest

-

-

-

-

6.0%

0.5%

-

-

-

57%

68%

123%

2018 C2ER Cost of
Living Index

(100=National Avg.)

Percent Higher
Cost of Living

than OK
statewide

State
Ranking

Housing Costs:

State/Metro/
Micro

OK

Oklahoma City

Tulsa

Enid

Ardmore

Lawton

Durant

CA

Los Angeles 

San Francisco

$125,800

$148,500

$129,000

$102,100

$107,600

$112,700

$104,200

$443,400

$549,800

$927,400

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

 252%

337%

637%

$766

$819

$784

$811

$734

$808

$700

$1,358

$1,302

$1,709

2017 Median
Housing Value

2017 Median
Monthly

Rent

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

77%

70%

123%

Percent Higher
Rent than

OK
statewide

Percent Higher
Housing
than OK

statewide

• As of 2017, California's housing is 252% higher with a median housing value of $443,400 compared to $125,800
  in Oklahoma. Housing in Los Angeles is 337% higher and San Francisco housing is 637% higher.

• For those choosing to rent, California rent is 77% higher than Oklahoma's on average.
   Rent is 70% higher in Los Angeles and 123% higher in San Francisco compared to Oklahoma.



Population Pyramid: Comparison of Oklahoma and California
                                                      by Five-year Age Groups:
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Oklahoma vs. California
Sex & Age

• This age-sex pyramid compares Oklahoma age groups to California’s. Each bar shows the
   population by 5-year age group, 0-4 years to 80-84 years and 85 years and over.

• Oklahoma has a younger population compared to California.

• Oklahoma has a higher percentage of retirees compared to California

Source: ACS 2017 5-Yr Estimates



Percentage distribution of population in Oklahoma compared to California:
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Race & Ethnicity

California

• The above bar chart shows the 6 races and ethnicities in Oklahoma compared to California
   as a share of the total population.

• Oklahoma has a higher concentration of Native Americans compared to California. As of 2017,
   there were 7% American Indian & Alaska Native Alone residents in Oklahoma compared to
   0.4% in California.

• As of 2017, about 7.1% of Oklahomans were classified in the "Some other race" alone category
   compared to 3.5% in California.

• “American Indian & Alaska Native Alone” and “some other race” residents represent both the
   third most common racial or ethnic groups in the State of Oklahoma.

Source: ACS 2017 5-Yr Estimates



Oklahoma Population 25 years and over compared to California:

Tuition Costs:
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Educational Attainment

California

• As of 2017, the number of high school graduates was 10% higher in Oklahoma compared to California.
• Of individuals 25 years and over in Oklahoma, 31.2% have an Associates degree or some college
   compared with 29.3% in California.

• Tuition costs in Oklahoma are cheaper and more affordable to students compared to California.
• According to “The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System” (IPEDS), the median tuition
   costs in Oklahoma was lower for public four year colleges for in-state students compared to California.
• Some of the largest universities in Oklahoma are: University of Oklahoma-Norman Campus; Oklahoma
   State University-Main Campus; University of Central Oklahoma.
• OU is among the nation’s top 120 doctoral-degree granting institutions in the 2018 top research category.
• In 2010, OU became the first public institution in Oklahoma to receive the Carnegie top tier research
   university classification.
• OU Ranks No. 1 in Nation in Number of Freshman National Merit Scholars.
• Oklahoma State University is among the Top 16 Universities in the United States
   with accredited degree in Unmanned Systems (UAS).

Source: ACS 2017 5-Yr Estimates



Manufacturing Employment Growth by Year:
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Workforce Comparison in Manufacturing

California

• Manufacturing and production are still important parts of Oklahoma economy.

• During the 2007-09 recession, employment in manufacturing declined sharply
   in California compared to Oklahoma.

• As of 2018 Q4, the manufacturing employment growth in both Oklahoma and
   California follow the same trends.

• Manufacturing accounts for one of the largest shares of private output and
   employment in the State of Oklahoma.
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• Based on the U.S. Cost of Living Index, Oklahoma was 57.3% cheaper than California.
• Oklahoma Purchasing power was 1.12 times greater than it is in California.
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Purchasing
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Purchasing

Power

Cost of
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(Base Oklahoma)
Oklahoma

The Cost of Living Index estimates the relative price levels for consumer
goods and services. When applied to wages and salaries, the result is a
measure of relative purchasing power.
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Cost of Living & Purchasing Power

Cost of Living Index:

• Median property value in Oklahoma was $125,800, which was 3.52 times smaller than the  
   median property value of California ($443,400).
• According to Zillow the Median list price / sq ft in Oklahoma was $104 compared to California
   ($321) as of March 2019.

Property Value:

• The percentage of owner-occupation in Oklahoma is higher than California.
• The homeownership rate in Oklahoma was 66.8%, which is higher than California (55.3%)
• Oklahoma Median Monthly Owner Costs (SMOC) for Housing units with a mortgage was $1,181
   compared to $2,206 in California
• Oklahoma Median Gross Rent was $766 compared to $1,125 in California

Rent vs Own:

• On average, employees in Oklahoma have a shorter commute time (21.5 minutes) than California (28.8 minutes).
• In Oklahoma 4.8% of workers traveled 20 or more minutes to work compared to 62.8% in California, according
  to the U.S. Census Bureau 2017 data.
• If you commute to a full-time, 5-day-a-week job, roundtrip that adds up to 3.33 hours
  a week and 160 hours (20 days) per year.
• Thus, more than 3/5 of California workers are losing 20 days a year in commute time.
• The extra 20 days of commuting time has an important influence on family time use
  leisure time, sleeping time, etc..

Commute Time:

• The largest share of households in Oklahoma pay taxes in the < $800 range while California pay
   taxes in the $3k+ range.

Property Taxes:
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Leave the Coast
to Get the Most ...
in Oklahoma.

The Oklahoma Team is ready to provide you with the expert and confidential guidance you need to 
get your company up and running in Oklahoma. Expanding or relocating your business to a new 
market demands speed and flexibility. We have worked with hundreds of corporate selection teams 
and site location consultants on a diverse blend of projects. You will have assigned specialists to 
work closely with your team providing expert and confidential guidance to get your company up 
and running in Oklahoma.

Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM CST
OKcommerce.gov

• Key Industry Sectors
• Incentives
• Workforce
• Building + Site Search

• Business Costs
• Infrastructure + 
Transportation 
• FDI + International Location
• Oklahoma Culture

• Data + Reports
• Custom Research
• Maps
• Workforce Profiles

You won’t find a state in the United States that beats Oklahoma’s renowned business environment. 
Large-scale incentives, state-of-the-art infrastructure, and energy costs 22% lower than the 
national average make Oklahoma an opportunity you don’t want to pass up.

Looking to expand or relocate your business?

The Oklahoma Team is expansion and relocation ready!

Contact the Oklahoma Team today: 800.879.6552

https://www.okcommerce.gov/



